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MAN'S VISION 






'! "■ Mr. Boldizsar predicted that 
; there would arise “a new type 
_ . mt writer, a craftsman, in many 
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scssed man who is one of the 
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f By HARRY fill. ROY 

T Marshall McLuhan yesterday 
expounded at the International 
P.E.N. Congress on the altera- 
tions wrought In the writers 
'environment by the development 
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of “electrical circuitry. The re 
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i action of his audience of writers 
was generally both skeptical 
.and scared. . f ' 


Fatalism 

Kathleen C, Nott, an English 
writer, said she too was. haunt- 
ed with a sense of doom in Mr.| 
jvicLunan s remarks, bhe said 
sue was not sure whether the 

uterT is S not a ’ much future l for ] poet from the Virgin 'Islands,’ 
writers or that "we must learn. , S ald he disagreed with thestate- 
to love and Uve with the com-| men t 0 f the Brazilian poet tha^ 
puter." limen of letters were obsolete be-. 

u a a n aC iheTu U thor dlT-i cause of the new media. . "Ouf 
|cwim^d My n 'elc U mcnt of fatal-' problem is to see how.. we can 
ism in his remarks. "To ig- best use the technological de- 
note the new devices Is to put yelopment” he said, 
yuurseit in their lataiistic i — - ■ — • 


, Mr. McLuhan, the Canadian 
I author and university professdr 

was the chairman of a panel ^ mi 

discussion at the Loeb Student] sa j d> •■Artists should 

.Cente of New York University;^ * con trol tower not the 


vente V* ■ | i*q to tno control tower not the 

It was the second day °f ses-,* lower » 
felons ; of the week-long P.E.N^ Buckminster K. Fuller, the 


slons of tne wccK-ionB xr Buckminster R. Fuller, me 
:(Poets, Playwrights, Essayists Amul ,, can engineer anu author, 
and Novelists). -Mr MrUihan’s thesis 
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nd Novelists). . . J (supported Mr. McLuhan’s thesis 

Some of the 300 wrl ters fi nm WH ie effects of new tech- 

around the world who heard Mt . . dinosaur became 

‘McLuhan showed that they had. I w - 


- l ead .his book "Understanding, 
Media: The Extension of , Man 
’A program note pointed out tlm, 


extinct, he said, "because he 
carried everything with him— 
he had a one-ton tall to knock 
banana.” Mr. Fuller 


A program note pointed ouv (J()Wn , a „ banana. _ _ 

Mr. McLuhan argues in the booh ed tha| . each man j n the 

-that "electrical technology jlas, Unltcd y la tes now his in back 

t both narrowed the gap between f hjm aboUt tons of ma- 
[ thought and action and forced. lerlals lo ext end his functions 

Jail humanity Into immediate and y n £ 0l . luna t e iy, he said, the 

intense social Involvements. ■[ .. v me thods of communication 

1: Mr. McLuhan s u remarks, mem ^ thcre ls n0 

'frisked oyer duplicating ma- Nvay to answer back. "We must 
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chines whereby “any rcade 
'■ become a publisher,” the 
•inter with Its "instantal 


..Thfr™! be coming' to d. point where we 
ar, the com w m ue velop some, two-way 
{puter with Its "Instantaneous, d , r ■suncr 

£• retrieval System” and space nap- commu.uca, , 
t sules in Which “the astronaut; 8 * 1 ®; 
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birder: to exist at all.” P. Tabori', the English writer, 
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. Podhorctr, Pokes Fun 
Adolph Hoffmelster Of Czech- j 
oslovakla conceded that people 
no longer dress for , the opera 
but,’ instead, .watch opera on 
[television and said that the TV 
set had replaced, the library In 
small apartments. But he . in- 
sisted that even In a time of; 
machines man has much need 
for art. Writers can still write £ 
he. said “about lbve, the desire 
for money and human weak-j 
nesses." , 1 

Rlchman Lattlmorc, an 1 

American writer, observed "that 
a great deal of what is bre), 'id- 
cast is what has been created, 
by the writer in solitude.” 


‘’Norman Podhorotz, ^ the 
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i~ He likened the condition of, s aid that passive resistance was 
‘ the author In the electronic age the course for me writer to fol- 
io the astronaut In the space, j ow when laced with the new 
’capsule. ' | machines. He spoke approvingly 

^ ' Astorthhed Muhmirs Ije^d^^liressuVtut ah 

Mr. McLuhan observed. We.yi^ happened when the lid was 
the environment Itself * s . al " l.fied was that a plastic hand 

are. about to see an age wherej rajue out and pu i led the lid 

ranged as a Reaching machine. in 

’ihc author Is going to be “ Sdn. 
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I gaged in programing the teach- 
ing machine.” 

There were some , astonished 
murmurs as Mr. McLuhan de- 
veloped this thought. Ivan Bol- 
ulzsar, president of the Hun- 
garian P.E.N. Center, said that 
lie was "knocked out” by listen- 
ing to Mr. McLuhan, just as he 
nud been 30 years ago by the 


Haroido,de Campos, a poet 
from Brazil, said he agreed 
with Mr. McLuhan. He said that 
he and a group of friends had 
been writing concrete poetry 
.since 1050. "The age of the 
literati Is ended," hi predicted. 

Yves Gandon, a t rench novel- 
ist, said that after hearing Mr, 
McLuhan’s remarks, "X was 


. D S/s g? The ue-lamazed, baffled and raltor sick- , me iwuu^ vi 
cading .jded »i'cned. ,r He hailed Mr. McLuhan aga |nst the dangers of mechan- 

enne or the West. He added 1^ Wn( , o( niystlc of , the Nation that appeared in 10th- 
lio longer^ feel knocked out electrons,” but indicated he was century humanist writing, 
wpengler. . . , h . .-scared" by the mysticism. : . Common mch everywhere 

, Mr. BoldizarHmpHed that! Bcwks wd i not disappear, Mr. fear the destruction that can 
Hter aWhllehewouldno longei, (?;)ndon tnsL}ted _ Television has .lcome from the advances of 

, feel kn<^k^ «mt by Mr. Me ot jjushed oul bookg ln Pranc e, science, he said. Mr. Neruda 
j^unan s though^. The (UsmiMlon^ sa j dj no ting that paperback urged writers to concern them- 
clrcled around, but after )a time salcg therC) as m the United selves with “how we can ellm- 
lt came hade to, Mr. Boldlzsar, nad risen to ■ great , ihati* fear of this wonderful 

[who said that Mr. MdUrhan had ^ n . aa thftt the sclentlflcs .are 
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American critic and editor, said 
that heliad been having trouble 
trying to gdt his electronic ear- 
phones' to work during transla-, 
tlons and, he Jibed that "Mr. 1 
McLuhan couldn't, get his to 
work either.” He also poked fun 
at Mr. McLuhan's “highly seduc- 
tive” ideas. 

Mr. McLuhan called on Pablo 
Neruda, the Chilean poet, to 
enter the discussions. In halting. 
English Mr. Neruda said that' 
“scientists have given us a 
Christmas Eve by opening the 
box of the universe.” He said 
that there was a lack of union 
between science and literature..; 

Mr. Neruda said that .be- 
thought an airplane was beau- 
tiful when he . first saw one in ; 
the sky when he was 10 years; 
old, but that he had come to) 
fear planes when he saw theinj 
drop bombs on Madrid. He added 
that he missed In the present, 
time the feeling of warning | 
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